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Baby Taj Earns **** Stars  

By Janet Bein, Vivified Diva   

Playwright Tanya Shaffer’s Baby Taj is perfect for Divas! As Shaffer, who is 
passionate about solo travel, puts it, “You definitely meet more people when 
you’re on your own…. A solo traveler is completely open to the world.” 

Tanya took her first solo trip at age nineteen and has been traveling ever 
since. Her travel pieces have been published in various anthologies and her 
travel book, Somebody's Heart is Burning: A Woman Wanderer in Africa, was 
published in 2003. In additional to her travel writing, Tanya has written 
several plays and is also an actress. 

I bought a copy of the book in the lobby after the play; I just started it and 
am already hooked. 

In Baby Taj, which is “part autobiographical and part fictional,” Tanya tells 
the story of Rachel, a thirty-seven-year-old Jewish travel writer who ends up 
on a solo journey through India. In 2001, Tanya herself spent three months 
there, where she stayed with an Indian family who “provided the genesis for 
Baby Taj.” Judging from the play's characters, the family must have been 
very interesting and colorful! 

The main character, Rachel, is a heterosexual woman who is burned out after 
multiple bad relationships and is desperate to have a child. So she makes a 
pact with her best friend, Anjali, a single lesbian woman, that they will both 
get pregnant by artificial insemination and raise their children together. 

But at the last minute, Rachel can't go through with it. She needs more time 
to decide. Using a travel writing assignment as her excuse, Rachel sets off on 
a solo journey to India where she spends several weeks in the home of 
Anjali's extended family. 

I loved the way that Indian legends are woven into the play, and also the 
way that stereotypes are peeled away as the play unfolds. Baby Taj is 
perfectly spiced with quirky characters, humor, and romance. 

The acting is excellent, too! The Indian daughter-in-law, Chandra, is 



outstanding. And you can really feel the chemistry between the romantic 
leads. Make time to see this play before Halloween demands that you start 
acting in your own drama! 

* * * * 
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